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Official Newsletter of Alpine Township, Michigan 

Friday, August 1, 10:30-1:00PM 
Open House, Fire Station 1 
Fred Schweitzer Retirement 

Tuesday, August 5 Elections 

Monday, August 18,  Township 
Board Meeting 

Tuesday, August 19 
Walk to Westgate Park 

Thursday, August 21,          
Planning Commission  

Monday, September 1,         
Labor Day ~ Office Closed 

Monday, September 15,    
Township Board Meeting 

Thursday, September 18,    
Planning Commission  

Sunday, September 21, Dedica-
tion at Alpine Center Cemetery 

Tues-Thur,  September 23-25  
Hunters Safety Classes A 

Tues-Thur,  October 7-9    
Hunters Safety Classes B 

Thursday, October 16,         
Planning Commission 

Monday, October 20,        
Township Board Meeting 

Tuesday, October  28            
Fall Leaf Pick Up-Week 1 

Friday, October 31,               
Halloween Celebrated 

Tuesday, November 4         
General Elections and                                 
Fall Leaf Pick Up -Week 2 

Tuesday, November 11          
Fall Leaf Pick Up -Week 3 

Monday, November 17,    
Township Board Meeting 

Thursday, November 20,    
Planning Commission 

Tuesday, November  25        
Fall Leaf Pick Up-Week 4 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 Supervisor’s Report          Alex Arends 
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 Supervisor’s Report          Alex Arends 
We’re half way through 2014 which means we just completed our fiscal year June 30th.  
Once our books are audited in August they will show that our revenue exceeded our general 
expenditures.  This allows for more funds to be transferred to Capital Improvement Pro-
jects.   It is important that  we set money aside so that we don’t  get blind sided by unantici-
pated repair or replacement costs.  This summer we dipped into such funds in order to make 
some important repairs on Township roads.  The Township and the Kent County Road 
Commission  split $500,000 to repair Westshire, Westgate, Cordes and Baumhoff Avenues 
as well as Alpine Church Street.  We paved our parking lots.  We made improvements to 
Westgate Neighborhood Park, we were able to replace and update our computer hardware 
and software.  Still this year, we hope to repair the retaining wall at our Township Center, 
complete sidewalks and improve storm water management.  We hope you  enjoy your sum-
mer and take advantage of what the businesses, farm markets and people of Alpine Town-
ship and surrounding communities have to offer.  Enjoy reading this Harvester.   

After serving the Alpine Township Fire 
Department in numerous capacities over 
the past 60 years, Fred Schweitzer is offi-
cially retiring.  In addition to being the 
only remaining charter member of the 
fire department and serving as Deputy 
Fire Chief, Fred served as Fire Chief 
from 1975-1995.  Since his retirement as 
Fire Chief, Fred continued serving on the 
Fire Department with distinction and de-
votion. 

On Friday August 1st, Alpine Township 
will host an open house at fire station #1 
on Alpine Church Street, from 10:30 
a.m-1:00 p.m to pay tribute to Fred and 
to offer the opportunity for acquaintanc-
es and colleagues to greet Fred and thank 
him for his life of service to the commu-
nity. 

 

FRED SCHWEITZER 
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Clerk ’s Comments - Jean Wahlfield  

 

 

 

Tax Bills:  Summer tax bills were mailed July 1, and payment is due Sep-
tember 15.  Please remember that the Township does not recognize the 
mailing date as payment.  We must receive payment by 5 PM on the due 
date.  For those using EZ Pay auto-deduct, payments will be pulled from 
your account on September 2. 

Sewer Bills:  The Township sends out quarterly sewer bills on the first day 
of January, April, July and October. They are printed on green and white 
postcards. Payment is due the last business day of the following month.  
The current bills sent out July 1 are due on August 29. 

Internet Banking/Online Bill Payment:  For residents who use this ser-
vice through their bank, please remember that the Township does not allow 
access to its accounts electronically, so your bank produces a paper check 
that is sent to us through the mail and it may take up to a week to arrive at 
the Township offices. 

Fund Balances:  The Township holdings as of April 30 are as follows: 

General Fund:  $2,473,823.95 

Water Fund:  $764,377.12 

Sewer Fund:  $1,785,790.26 

Rusche/Comstock Park Drive Fund:  $608,314.13 

Trust & Agency Fund:  $75,364.74 

Capital Improvement and Restricted Funds:  $1,192,663.14 

If you want to know more about the Township holdings and how they are 
invested, please call Jim Townsend at 784-1262. 

REMEMBER TO VOTE: 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 5, 2014 – PRIMARY ELECTION 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2014 – GENERAL ELECTION 
 
If you do not know your voting precinct, contact the Clerk’s office at 784-
1262.  Any Michigan voter wishing to find their voting precinct can do so 
online to michigan.gov/vote. 
 
ABSENTEE BALLOTS 
Contact the Clerk’s Office (784-1262) if you need to obtain an absentee bal-
lot for the upcoming August 5 Primary Election or the November 4 General 
Election.  If you request an absentee ballot you will need to sign the absentee 
application. 
The Clerk’s office is required to be open on the Saturday before any election 
to issue absentee ballots to voters that find out they will be away from home 
during an election.   Saturday hours are from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
Students headed away to college are encouraged to register to vote in person 
at their local Clerk’s office and sign up to receive an absentee ballot for No-
vember. 
 
Enjoy the great State of Michigan and all it has to offer! 

FIRE DEPARTMENT GRANT 

The Alpine Township Fire Department 
received word this month from Senator 
Debbie Stabinow’s office that a grant ap-
plied for by the department had been ap-
proved by the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) and the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS).  Alpine 
Township Fire Department will be awarded 
$ 223,250 towards the purchase of a new 
Tanker Truck.  Alpine Township will have 
to make 5% contribution to make a total of 
$235,000 available.  The grant is the result 
of some dedicated work by Fire Chief Da-
vid Klomparens, Fire Department Secretary 
Diane Post and friends of the department 
who took the time to research and resubmit 
a previously denied application. Chief 
Klomparens contributes some of the suc-
cess for the grant for our ability to illustrate 
our participation in mutual aid to and from 
other fire departments.  The Department is 
also grateful for a recent grant from 
Walmart and Sam’s Club that enabled them 
to purchase computer hardware and soft-
ware that will aid in occupant and building 
safety. 

Local firefighters at extrication training  at 
Fire Station #3 on 9 Mile Road 
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Healthy Eating for Successful Living Among 
Older Adults 

Join other older adults in this six week workshop 
that focuses on how to eat in ways that will im-
prove your heart and bone health.  You will learn 
about new dietary guidelines called “My Plate” for-
merly known as the food pyramid.  You’ll be en-
couraged to set goals each week on changes you 
want to make in your cooking and eating!  This is 
NOT a program that focuses on dieting but on 
making informed choices for proper nutrition.  The 
program will be offered Tuesdays from 9:30 a.m.-
noon beginning Sept. 26-Oct. 21.  The program 
will meet at Greenridge Elementary School, 3825 
Oakridge Ave., NW, Comstock Park.  Please con-
tact Julie Lake at Senior Neighbors 616-233-0283  
for more information or to sign up.  

On Wednesday May 14, twins Wesley (left)  and Ar-
thur Roth celebrated their 90th birthday.  Alpine 
Township officials Alex Arends, Jim Townsend and 
Jean Wahlfield were able to join the celebration at 
Roth Trucking by presenting an Alpine Township 
Board Proclamation recognizing May 14th as Arthur 
and Wesley Roth Day, in  recognition of the twins’ 
many contributions to the community.  

JOIN US FOR A FREE SHOWING OF THE INSPIRATION-
AL DOCUMENTARY “AGE OF CHAMPIONS.”   
October 30th from 10am-12pm at Greenridge Elementary.   

“Age of Champions” is the inspirational story of a group of 
athletes--a 100-year-old tennis champion, 86-year-old pole-
vaulter, team of basketball grandmothers, and a pair of swim-
ming brothers--all chasing gold at the National Senior Olym-
pics. The film captures the triumphant spirit of these competi-
tors as they tackle the challenges of old age with grace, humor, 
and optimism.  Following the film a discussion will be led by 
nationally recognized gerontologist and author, Henry Holstege, 
Ph.D., and Mike Faber, Director of the Older Learner Center at 
Grand Rapids Community College.  

Please contact Julie Lake at 233-0283 to register for this event.   

Life Reimagined Checkup is a free two hour experience to 
help you understand where you are in life and what your next 
move could be.  Led by a trained Life Reimagined Guide, this 
event brings people together to talk about the challenges and 
choices they are facing and how to make the most of them.  
Come share your experiences and get inspired about your pos-
sibilities.  Whether it’s work, family or health that’s on your 
mind, you’ll discover new methods and tools to help you 
achieve your goals.  Free and open to all.   
November 13 from 10am-12pm at Greenridge Elementary 
Please contact Julie Lake at 233-0283 to register for this event 

So what about a checkup for your life? 

Age of Champions 
  Winning Never Gets Old 

It’s all happening at  Greenridge Elementary School. 
3825 Oakridge Ave N.W. Comstock Park.  Contact Julie 
Lake at (616)233-0283 to sign up for any of these free 
programs. 
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New School Resource Officer at Kenowa Hills  

Kent County Deputy Tim Erhardt was selected as the Re-
source Officer for the Kenowa Hills School District.  This is a 
new full time position funded in part by the school district 
with contributions from the Sheriff’s Department.  Deputy 
Erhardt has been a patrol deputy serving Alpine Township 
for several years and we are pleased he will continue to con-
tribute to our community. 

Deputy Tim Erhardt at EMS Camp 911 on 2013 hosted by the 
Alpine Township Fire Department and Life EMS Ambulance 

   LAST ROTARY BBQ  
OF THE YEAR 

The Comstock Park Rotary will BBQ its 
last Chicken/Ribs/Sausage BBQ of this 
year on Thursday, August 21, 2014 
11:30 a.m-6:30 p.m. (or sold out) at 
Dwight Lydell Park.  Support your local 
Rotarians as they in turn support local 
and international projects. 

To find out more about Rotary, go to 
www.cprotary.com or send an e-mail to 
answers@cprotary.com. 

        Dan Clark and Keith Moulds 

Anonymous 

Our staff infrequently gets corre-
spondence  about issues of concern 
from residents who prefer not to 
share personal data.  This  leaves us 
unable to reply and makes it  more 
difficult to pursue. While we respect 
your  desire for privacy, your con-
cern has a bigger chance of being 
followed up on if you provide your 
name, address, email address 
and/or telephone number.  
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Some of the tractors on display last May 
at the Historical Committee’s Annual  
Antique Tractor Show  

The Historical Committee is planning 
a special  ceremony  in recognition of 
those persons who have been buried 
at the Alpine Center Cemetery at 7 
Mile Rd N.W. and Walker Ave. over 
the past two hundred years and 
whose grave markers were lost or 
unidentifiable.  The graves of 37 such 
people have been identified and their 
names are engraved on a special stone 
that was recently placed at the ceme-
tery.  A dedication ceremony is 
scheduled for Sunday,  September 21 
at 2:00 P.M.  Everyone is invited. 

“With the telephone lines down, emergency services in 
Elkhart County, Indiana, could not warn Michigan resi-
dents that tornadoes were headed their way.” By early Sun-
day evening, one tornado hit Alpine Township. 

Members of the Alpine Twp. Historical Committee are working 
with staff from the National Weather Bureau to commemorate 
the 1965 Palm Sunday Tornado that swept through Alpine 
Township.   In preparation for this 50th Year Anniversary  pro-
gram planned for  Saturday April 11, 2015, they are looking  for 
survivors to share photos or information about that day.  If you  
can contribute  material or are wiling to share your recollections 
on video, please leave your name and phone number at the 

Township office: 784-1262 so that one of the committee members can set up an appointment with you.  They can scan 
any photo or paper and give it right back to you. They can give you a copy on DVD to keep yourself! When enough 
names are gathered, they will begin scheduling dates to videotape at the Community Room, 2015 7 Mile Road N.W. 

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 11 1965 
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Times have changed, inflation has set in, and the time 
had come to replace the old rusty signs offering a $50.00 
reward with fresh signs offering $1,000 reward for infor-
mation leading to the arrest and conviction of  anyone 
vandalizing township property or premises.   So far, pub-
lic awareness of a $1,000 reward has created a number of 
tips and will hopefully also act as a deterrent.   

 

PROTECT YOURSELF:  
FRAUD AWARENESS TIPS 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 19, WALK TO THE PARK! 

Walk, ride your bike, but leave your car at home as you visit our  
much improved Westgate  Neighborhood Park at 4906 Westshire 
NW in Comstock Park on Tuesday August 19th  from 6:30-
7:30PM.   Come meet our Community Policing Officer Ryan 
Guernsey in person.  Meet your neighbors.  Observe a pickleball 
demonstration..  Enjoy some ice-cream. Meet the fire chief and 
other Township officials.  This evening will be weather depend-
ent and cancelled in the event of rain. 

PICKLEMANIA IS HERE 

What has been described as the fastest growing sport in the 
United States can now be played at Westgate Neighborhood 
Park.  Pickleball is the wave of the future, played by children and 
adults of all ages.  An official size court has been painted on one 
of the two new tennis courts at 4906 Westshire Ave to accom-
modate players.  There is a Grand Rapids Pickle Ball Association 
It’s website http://grpickleball.com/ has lots of information.  
Pickleball is included in the Meijer Michigan Games.  Check into 
it, you may soon have a case of picklemania.   

Alpine Township is teaming up with the Kent County 
Sheriff’s Department and Edward Jones in sponsoring 
a two part fraud awareness seminar to better protect   
interested residents against the numerous fraudulent 
scams the public gets confronted with every day. 

Two noon-time programs are scheduled for con-
secutive Tuesdays on August  12 and August 19, 
from noon - 1:30 p.m. at the Alpine Township Cen-
ter, 5255 Alpine Ave, (corner of 6 Mile Rd) for in-
terested residents. 

Tips will be offered to combat a wide variety of frauds 
including Charity Fraud, Long Distance Relations 
Scams, Grandparent Scams, Inheritance Scams, Time 
Share Scams. Computer Intrusion, Identity Theft, and 
more.  There is no charge for this program, a light 
lunch will be provided, but those interested must make 
reservations by calling Dawn Swafford at Edward 
Jones, 616-784-9622. 

Also on the courts at Westgate Park is a 
basketball hoop, and 
lines painted for a 
little street ball, horse, 
one on one, or just 
some shooting prac-
tice. 
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ALPINE TOWNSHIP BRANCH 
5255 Alpine Ave N.W. 

For Families 

Family Building Bricks Party Saturdays, September 13, 
October 11, November 8, 10:30-12:30 PM.   

Design, build and bond.  Bring the whole family together 
and create a towering monument using the library’s building 
bricks. 

Fiesta! Sunday, September 14, 2:00-4:00 PM. Celebrate the 
harvest with games, balloons, crafts and more at an after-
noon of fun for the whole family! 1850 Alpine Church Road 
(corner of Alpine Church road and Baumhoff). 

Family Storytime Tuesdays, September 16-October 28, 
10:00 AM. Share books, stories, rhymes, music and move-
ment as a family; develop early literacy skills and encourage a 
love of reading. 

Thankful for You Day Saturday, October 11, 10:30-12:30 
PM. KDL’s wrapping up nearly two years of our Happiness 
Project with a major celebration of the folks who most make 
us happy, our customers!  Help us celebrate you with treats, 
fun, entertainment and surprises during each of our 18 
branch celebrations.       

Get Revved Up Saturday, October 11, 10:30-12:30 PM.       

Interested in cars?  Want to learn how an engine 
works?  Create your own rubber band car, help us build an 
engine model, even design a sketch of your style car or truck. 

Michigan Reads Celebration Tuesday, November 18, 
10:00 AM.  Celebrate the 2014 Michigan Reads book, Acous-
tic Rooster and His Barnyard Band, with crafts and activities.  

For Adults 

The Art & Science of Canning Wednesday, August 13, 
6:30 PM.  Join Annette McBride as she explains the science 
behind fruits and vegetables at home and demonstrates how 
to get started with basic canning. 

Herbs from Garden to Pantry Wednesday, October 1, 6:30 
PM.  Learn to make herbal vinegars, jellies and syrups; mus-
tards; chutney; lavender honey and savory oils.  These all 
make great holiday gifts!  Connie Hanson of Grand Shire 
Farm will offer samples and share her recipes.   

 

 

COMSTOCK PARK BRANCH 
 

The  Comstock Park Library 3943 W. River Dr. NE is 
presenting a series of adult programs worth bringing to  
your attention.  Monday night  “Live and Learn Lecture 
Series.” will all start at 6:30 PM. 
 
Sept. 22  Introduction to Stamp Collecting 
Bring in your old stamps and have an expert give an opin-
ion about them!  Presented by Carol Ligda-Wong from the 
Kent Philatelic Society. 
 Oct. 6 The History of Comstock Park from 1837 to 
the Present. 
Enjoy pictures and stories from the past presented by for-
mer Comstock Park High School teacher and “Village His-
torian” David Weir. 
Oct. 13 Green Burials: Making a Decision for a More 
Natural Final Resting Place.  
Learn about options for minimizing your carbon footprint 
and returning naturally to the earth after death. Presented 
by Ron Zartman, Director of Ridgeview memorial Gar-
dens, a Green Burial Council-certified burial site in Grand-
ville.  
Oct. 20 Strange, Spooky Michigan! 
Bizarre creatures, ghostly specters and macabre true crime 
from Michigan’s past, along with a host of other unusual 
bits of fascinating things in the Great Lakes State. Present-
ed by local author Amberrose Hammond.  
Nov. 3 Stem Cells: What are they? And how can they 
help cure diseases? 
Calvin College Biology Professor Bud Bouma will explain 
how stem cells are different from other cells, how they can 
be used to cure diseases, and what makes their use contro-
versial.  
Nov. 10  My Experience as a Youngster in Germany 
in the Holocaust. 
Martin Lowenberg, a Holocaust educator for more than 25 
years, shares his experiences as a Jewish child growing up 
in Germany under Hitler, and his survival and liberation 
from several different concentration camps.  
Nov. 17 Beekeeping: Let’s Get Started! 
Learn how to begin rearing bees on your property and 
why that’s important.  Dr. Meghan Milbrath, owner of 
Sand Hill Apiaries and naturally know Bee 
Expert will show us what we need to do to 
get start keeping hives of bees in our own 
backyards.  

 

Tuesday, August 5, Kent District Library residents will vote on a 1.28 mills ballot proposal to provide funding for KDL for 
10 years.  The additional funding will allow the library to offer more convenient hours at more locations, additional materi-
als and upgraded technology.     
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5255 Alpine Ave 
Comstock Park, MI 49321 
 
Phone: 616-784-1262 
Fax:   616-784-1234 
E-mail: a.arends@alpinetwp.org 

Alpine Township Resident 

 

www.alpinetwp.org      

HUNTER SAFETY CLASSES 

Community Policing Officer  Ryan 
Guernsey and other  Kent County Sher-
iff’s Department personnel are offering 
two Hunter’s Safety Classes at Alpine 
Township Center Tuesday-Thursday September 23
-25.  and Tuesday-Thursday October 7-9. The ses-
sions will run from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the center, 
which is located at 5255 Alpine Ave. NW.  Reserva-
tions  required, call Beth at 616-784-1262. A $5.00 
registration fee will be collected the first day of each 
class. 

RESIDENTIAL FALL  
LEAF  PICK UP 

Disposable bags and tags can 
be purchased at the Township 
Center at 5255 Alpine NW, for 
$1.00 each or 11 for $10.   Bun-
dled yard waste can not be more than 20” in diameter, 
48” long and weigh more than 65 lbs.  Bags must be 
curbside by 6:00 a.m. on Tuesdays October 28 
and November 4, 11 and 25. This service is offered 
in platted residential area only  For more information, 
please call  Beth at 784-1262.   

 

No matter what fund raising activity is going on in the 
community, it seems that  Steve Stephan, franchise 
owner of Culver’s on Alpine Ave. is always there.  
Whether it is a fundraiser at the restaurant with 10% 
going to a variety of causes, or being present at a com-
munity event with profits donated, Steve seems ever 
present. This is an opportunity for us to say “Thank 
You” to one of the many generous people in Alpine 
Township. 

THANK YOU! 


